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The London and ̂ ort Stanley ^^Railwayr 

The segment of mil in the symbol shows one of the 
many shapes and sizes of rail used by the early 
railways in Canada. 

"Do those Yankee contractors actually call 
this a railway? It will take an act of God to 
get trains over this line.' ' Muttering angrily 
to himself, William Bowman, superinten
dent of the London and Port Stanley Rail
way, stamped along the right of way just 
north of St. Thomas, Canada West. 

He had known for some months that the 
contractors were trying to save as much 
money as possible on the construction of 
the railway in order to increase their own 
profits. But this was the most blatant ex
ample so far. The contractors were using 

clay ballast to fil l in the roadbed, instead of 
the more expensive gravel ballast called for 
in the contract. During the first heavy rain 
the clay would wash away, leaving the rails 
unsupported. Running a train over such an 
unsteady base could result in broken rails 
and perhaps an accident. 

The next day Bowman went to see Mr. 
Bemhard, the engineer in charge of con
struction. In very blunt terms Bowman was 
told the directors of the railway had said 
that no more gravel ballast was to be used 
north of St. Thomas. It was at moments 



like this that Bowman wondered why he 
had become the superintendent of the rail
way. Here were his superiors telling him 
deliberately to use inferior construction 
methods. It was all he could do to keep his 
temper on that hot muggy August day in 
1856. He was under pressure to have the 
railway running in six weeks time. 

In this 1858 drawing of the Great Western Rail
way station at London, Canada West, which people 
were likely railway employees, which people pas
sengers, and which people bystanders? Discuss 
why the people seemed unconcerned about 
walking on the railway tracks. Find out why British 
soldiers would be in London in 1858. For what 
purpose would the cart near the flagpole be used? 
Why did the baggage car need wide doors? Esti
mate how many people each car could seat. Note 
the telegraph poles by the freight sheds across 
from the station. 

1. For what is ballast used in constructing 
a railway? 
2. Why is gravel a better material to use 
for ballast than clay? 
3. Why did the contractor use clay instead 
of gravel? 
4. Discuss whose responsibility it should 
be to see that construction is done prop
erly. 
5. Find out what kind of regulations 
today's building codes contain. Discuss 
how these regulations help to produce 
high quality construction. 
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We want a railway! 
Wherever a railway was built, prosperity 
was sure to follow, or so thought Cana
dians in the 1850's. Roads generally were 
in very poor condition. Overland travel 
was easiest in winter when the frozen 
ground provided a hard surface. 

Farmers saw in the railway a chance to 
increase their production. Instead of grow
ing food only for themselves, they could 
produce enough to sell to distant cities and 
other countries. Town dwellers saw in the 
railway a chance to sell their manufactured 

goods over a wider area and to obtain im
ported goods more cheaply. Everyone 
knew that mail and newspapers would cir
culate more quickly. The coming of the 
railway ended the isolation of pioneer 
communities. 

During the 1840's in the United States, 
the economy and practicality of the railway 
had been proved. By 1850, there were nine 
thousand miles of railway in operation. 
Canadians were eager, also, to have the 
advantages of railway transportation. 
Within a few years, several railway pro
jects were under way in Canada. By 1856, 

In this 1840 watercolor of Port Stanley, find the dock, the schooner at anchor, and the main part of the 
village. What features of the shoreline would attract summer visitors? 

Mcintosh Gallery. University of Western Ontario: Ron Nelson Photography 

eighteen hundred miles of track were either 
in use or under construction as compared to 
less than eighty miles in 1850. 

On May 23, 1853, a group of London, 
Canada West, businessmen were granted a 
charter forming the London and Port Stan
ley Railway Company. It was estimated 
that the railway would cost about 
£150 000 (Before 1863, both pounds and 
dollars were used in British North 
America. £ 1 = $5). To obtain this money, 
the company sold shares to the local 
municipalities. The London town council 
bought £50 000 worth of shares, the Mid
dlesex county council bought £ 2 5 000 
worth, and the Elgin county council bought 
£ 2 0 000 worth. The St. Thomas town 
council bought £ 8 500 worth of shares on 
condition that the railway passed through 
St. Thomas. Clearly, the people wanted the 
railway. 

1. Before railways were built, what differ
ent ways did people have of traveling? 
2. What kind of vehicles were used to 
transport freight? 
3. Explain why sending goods by wagon 
and boat was slow. 
4. What advantage did boats have over 
wagons for carrying freight? 



1. In 1857, how far was it from London to 
Hamilton by road? And by rail? 
2. How far was it from Port Stanley to 
Hamilton by water? 
3. To what places in the United States, 
marked on the map, could goods be sent 
by water from Port Stanley? 
4. What towns, marked on the map, had 
road, rail, and water links with other 
towns? What towns had only two links in 
1857? 
5. How many times would a shipment of 
wheat have to be handled to be sent from 
a farm near London to a flour mill at Hamil
ton by wagon and boat? And by train? 
6. Write a letter that might have been writ
ten by a person living in Owen Sound in 
1857 to the directors of the nearest rail
way company asking them to extend their 
line to Owen Sound. 

Public Archives of Ontario 
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What was loaded on these wagons photographed 
at London in 1860? What kind of goods coidd not 
he carried in wagons having open sides, such as 
the ones in the photograph? When the wagon was 
loaded, where did the driver sit? Discuss why this 
style of wagon was popular. 

Rodmy Mitrcroft 

The above map is an adaptation of two 1857 maps 
of the railway networks of Canada West and the 
state of New York. The map does not show all the 
roads shown on the 1857 maps. Why were settle
ments in Canada West first connected by water 
links? 
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Preparations 

Ml hi!<<^n 11 <nh I \ mvt'r.\ilv of Wcslcni Onlanii: Ron \('h<>n PllnfOi;niph\ 

Locate Kettle Creek In the foreground of this 1840 watercolor of St. Thomas, and on the map on page 7. In 
the painting, identify the stagecoach leaving the inn on the northeast corner of the intersection of the Talhot 
road and the plank road. 

While company directors were busy prom
oting the sale of shares, surveyors were out 
gathering information on the best route for 
the railway. A site southeast of the Great 
Western Railway station close to London's 
main business streets was selected for one 
terminal and the dockside at Port Stanley 
for the other. A route across the relatively 
flat land between London and St. Thomas, 
broken only by a few streams, was easy to 
select. The best route down the hills to lake 
level at Port Stanley needed careful selec
tion. Crossing the ravines at St. Thomas 
was also tricky. The surveyors investigated 
several alternative routes for these difficult 
areas before giving their report to the direc
tors of the company. 

Based upon the surveyors' report, esti
mates of construction needs and costs were 
prepared. The directors then called for ten
ders. Contractors were given details of 
what had to be done to build the railway 
and were asked to submit how much they 
would expect to be paid to do the work. 
Eighteen companies submitted bids for the 
contract. It was awarded on November 9, 
1853, to a contracting firm from the United 
States, Pierson, Case, and Company. 

Once the exact location of the route was 
decided, the company had to buy the land. 
A strip of land twenty-four miles long by 
one hundred feet wide was needed for the 
right of way. Additional land was needed at 
each terminal and for the locating of sta
tions and other facilities along the route. 
Once word of the route was announced. 

property owners along the route raised the 
asking price for their land. The company 
had to pay between twenty-five and 
sixty-five pounds per acre. Whereas, for 
instance, land in Yarmouth township not 
near the railway sold from less than a 
pound per acre for unimproved land up to 
twelve pounds per acre. 
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1. Discuss the factors the directors would 
consider in deciding which of the eighteen 
construction companies who submitted 
bids would build the railway. 
2. In your local newspaper find an adver
tisement calling for tenders. What kind of 
project is to be built? What period of time 
are the contractors to be given to prepare 
their bids? How do the contractors know 
what the construction involves? Discuss 
the reasons why the builders of large pro
jects are selected in this manner. Suggest 
other ways to select a builder. 

Rodney Manroft 

1. How much shorter was the railway 
than the plank road between London and 
Port Stanley? 
2. Which neighboring stations were furth
est apart? Which were closest? 
3. What route might a farmer who lived on 
the south side of Dingman's Creek west of 
the plank road take to bring grain to a 
railway station to ship to Port Stanley? 
4. How many railway water crossings 
were there? How many of them would be 
eliminated if the line did not pass through 
St. Thomas? 

5. What was the difference in elevation 
between London and Port Stanley? Bet
ween Whites and Port Stanley? Between 
Glanworth and Westminster? 
6. Between wbat two stations would the 
most earth have to be moved to minimize 
the differences in elevation? 
7. Why was the station at London built 
close to the Great Western Railway sta
tion? 
8. Why was the station at Port Stanley 
built by the harbor? How might its location 
have affected the growth of the village? 
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Making a roadbed 
The surveyors made a second, more de
tailed survey of the route to locate and mark 
the line of the center of the track. The first 
step in making the roadbed was to clear 
fifty feet each side of the center line of 
trees, fences, and other obstructions. 

Most of the work of making the roadbed 
consisted of earth moving. Construction 
began at the Port Stanley end since materi
als could be brought close to the work area 
by ship. When the ground was not too 
frozen or too wet to dig, construction gangs 
Olcnhow-Alhcrui Institute 

were out. The busiest spot was the hilly 
ground north of Port Stanley. 

At the construction sites, dozens of 
workmen, supervised by foremen, 
shoveled earth into wheelbarrows or 
wagons. These were then pushed or hauled 
to dump sites, usually places where em
bankments were needed. The work was 
hard and the hours long. A good laborer 
was expected to dig eleven cubic yards of 
earth a day. 

The workers were mainly newly-arrived 
emigrants from the British Isles. Many of 
them were trying to earn enough money to 

buy land. Some workers were farmers or 
their sons who worked for the railway 
when farm work was slack. Wages were 
good at a dollar a day. Only during harvest 
periods when labor was scarce could un
skilled workers earn more than that. 

Other railways, like the Great Western 
and Grand Trunk, for example, experi
enced strikes and violence between labor
ers and contractors. But Pierson, Case, and 
Company were reasonably fair about 
wages and working conditions and as a 
result had few labor problems. 

There was, however, the constant threat 
of trouble between Irish and English work
ers. Most of the time trouble was avoided 
by having them work as far apart as possi
ble. Still, there were fights between the 
groups, especially on paydays when the 
workers had spent the evening in the 
nearest taverns. 

The fence contracts were sublet to the 
farmers who lived beside the right of way. 
They were paid ninety cents per rod for 

Surveying was not an easy tasl< as this painting 
shows. What other types of terrain would be dif
ficult to survey? Discuss some of the unpleasant 
features of making surveys in unsettled areas. 
What would he some of the attractive features of 
the life of a surveyor? 



building rail fences. They cut down the 
trees and split the logs for rails on the site. 

The preparation of the roadbed went on 
throughout 1854 and 1855. Track could not 
be laid immediately on the finished 
roadbed. The earthworks had to be left to 
settle for several months; otherwise the 
rails would be driven out of alignment as 
the earth sank. Very little track was laid 
except beside the harbor at Port Stanley. 
The contractor waited until he obtained a 
locomotive. A locomotive could pull many 
many times the load of a team of horses. 
Public ArcUvrs ofOnliiria 
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Horse-drawn scrapers, such as the ones shown in 
this I890's photograph, were one of the few 
mechanical aids used for earth-moving in the nine
teenth century. They proved particularly useful 
for railway construction on the prairies. What was 
used to add weight to the scrapers? 

With a timber base under the gravel and dirt, the 
plank road stood up to many years of use as 
shown in this photograph of one of the toll gates on 
the road. Discuss why private companies, rather 
than the government, built improved roads such 
as the plank road. 

1. What had to be done to make a 
roadbed? 
2. Explain why unskilled workers could 
be used for railway construction. 
3. Why were fences needed along each 
side of the right of way? 
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Canadutit Naliotuil 

In this 1854 photograph from New Brunswick, how 
many horses were needed to pull a sleigh loaded 
with the major portion of a locomotive? 

Laying the track 
The first locomotive, bought from the 
Schenectady Locomotive Works, New 
York state, arrived in January, 1856. After 
making test runs on the Great Western 
tracks at London, the locomotive, named 
theM.L. Lawrason after the company pres
ident, was partially dismantled and carried 
by wagon to Port Stanley. Bernhard was 
happy to receive the locomotive. During 
the summer and fall of 1855, ships had 
been unloading rails and other supplies at 
Port Stanley. 

Obtaining suitable rails presented prob
lems. Producing good quality iron was not 

easy and flaws meant potential breaks that 
could cause accidents. In 1854, there were 
no ironworks in Canada producing rails. 
Rails were made in the United States; but 
the American railways also imported 
British-made rails. There is no record now 
of from whom Pierson, Case, and Com
pany bought the rails for the London and 
Port Stanley Railway. 

The railways in the United States were 
just coming to realize the advantages of 
having all lines built to the same width or 
gauge. By the 1850's, four feet eight and 
a half inches between the rails was the most 
popular gauge. However, on August 1, 
1852, the government ruled that a wider 
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1. What materials did a contractor need 
to build a railway? Which of these materi
als would be available locally? From 
where would the rest be imported? 
2. What is the advantage of having all 
railways in North America use the same 
gauge? 
3. Describe in your own words how track 
was laid in 1856. 
4. Find out more about producing iron. 
Why was obtaining a flawless piece of 
metal difficult? 

gauge of five feet six inches was to be used 
exclusively in Canada West and East. 

With the locomotive now available to 
pull flat cars of material and equipment 
from the dock at Port Stanley to the work 
site, track-laying began in earnest. Ties, 
the evenly-cut timber crosspieces to which 
the rails would be spiked, were hauled in 
wagons along the right of way and dropped 
on either side of the roadbed as the wagons 
moved along. Two men lifted each tie into 
place guided by the center line. They were 
spaced an even distance apart. Rails were 
carried on a flat car pushed by the locomo
tive and lowered onto the ties one at a time. 

Two men adjusted the rails to the proper 
distance between them, that is, to the 
gauge. Another crew spiked the ends of the 
rail to the ties. The fishplates, the iron bars 
connecfing one rail to another, were bolted 
in place. The rails were laid in such a way 
that two joints did not lie opposite each 
other. Finally, the rails were fixed firmly to 
the ties with spikes. The actual track-laying 
did not take long when everything had been 
properly prepared in advance. 

The final step was to shovel ballast bet
ween the ties. The gravel was hauled by 
locomotive from a gravel pit near the right 
of way at Whites. 

Even without a prepared roadbed, it was possible 
to lay track on flat ground for temporary use. 
What equipment were the men using? Note the 
surveyor determining the center line. 

PtibUc Archives oJ Canada 
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Making it run 
Make up stories about the experiences of some of 
the people shown in this drawing by B. Kroupa 
called, "The Cheap Excursion." 

Study the key and the drawing below to help under
stand how this type of train ran. 

A firebox —in it, wood burned to produce hot 
gasses 

B safety valve —regulated flow of gases from 
A toC 

C boiler—gases, moving in pipes inside boiler, 
heated water to form steam 

D steam dome — regulated flow of steam from 
CtoE 

E cylinder —inside it, steam moved piston that 
moved drive wheels 

F connecting rod—linked piston with drive 
wheels 

G drive wheel—moved locomotive along track 
H pilot wheel —guided locomotive around curves 

John //. Moore; Ron Nelson Photography 
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Compare the locomotive and coaches shown in 
this 1870's painting by Robert Whale with those 
shown in the drawing below. Compare this view of 
Niagara Falls with the view today of the same site. 

I smokestack — provided outlet for sparks 
J headlight — oil lantern used for light 
K cow catcher—pushed animals from track 
L bell—warned people train was coming 
M cab — contained operating controls 
N tender—held wood in front section and water 

tank in rear section 
O box car 
P truck — set of wheels, usually four 
Q flat car 
R brake wheel—turned to move brake shoes 

against wheels 
S brake shoe — stopped motion of wheel 
T link-and-pin-coupler — held cars together 
U passenger coach 
V ventilator — allowed circulation of air 
W chimney — vented stove when in use 

i M W i n u t : 

The Nuliotud Gallery of Canada. Ollawa 
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During the spring and summer, Bowman 
walked the line at least once a week to 
check the speed and quality of the work. 
There were always problems. Bemhard 
wasted ballast by dumping too much at one 
place while other places had too little bal
last. The rail fencing was not being built as 
quickly as the line. By the beginning of 
July, the track-laying crews were working 
two miles north of St. Thomas. 

Checking on the progress made by the 
construction crews was only one of 
Bowman's many responsibilities. He had 
to see that the equipment and rolling stock 
needed to operate the railway were ready. 

With almost no change in appearance, the West
minster station served the public until it burned 
down in 1924. Note the fencing designed to keep 
cattle off the track. 

Ctuuulidn Nitliotuil 

The contracts for the construction of the 
stations were let in June, 1856. Stations 
were essential parts of railway operation. 
Al l freight shipped by rail to and from the 
surrounding regions passed through the sta
tions. Mail, newspapers, and express items 
were handled. Most larger stations had 
telegraph facilities. And of course, passen
gers bought their tickets at the stations. 

In addition to the terminals at London 
and Port Stanley, stations were built at St. 
Thomas, as agreed upon, and at Westmin
ster, Glanworth, and Whites. These secon
dary stations were not run by railway em
ployees. Instead, they were leased out to 
private individuals who acted as agents of 
the company. Telegraph facilities were not 
available at the London and Port Stanley 
Railway stations until some years later. 

Now that the line was almost built. 
Bowman needed rolling stock — freight 
and passenger cars. He bought two used 
coaches from a United States company. He 
paid $1300 for a forty-two-and-a-half-foot 
coach and $1500 for a forty-five-foot coach 
seating sixty people. He also bought a bag
gage car. 

Passenger coaches were made largely of 
wood. There was very little strength in the 
design and in a collision, a coach could 

splinter into match-wood. Wooden seats 
were used in second class coaches and 
horsehair-padded seats in first class 
coaches. The primitive springing system 
meant rough rides even at the relatively 
slow speeds the trains moved. Wood stoves 
were used to heat the coaches in winter. 
There was always danger of a fire, parUcu-
larly if the coach was involved in an acci
dent. Hanging oil lanterns provided light. 
Not until steel cars were introduced in the 
early twentieth century were the dangers 
from splintering and fire greatly reduced. 

Bowman ordered forty-two freight cars 
from a London firm. A few were built early 
in 1856 for the use of the contractor. But 
the firm had only a small part of the order 
filled when construction of the line was 
completed. Freight cars, too, were made 
entirely of wood, except for the wheels and 
fittings. Unlike today's specialized cars, 
such as tank cars, and car carriers, there 
were only two common types of early 
freight cars — flat cars and box cars. 

Freight trains were short, usually only 
ten to fifteen cars in length. Mixed trains, 
consisting of both passenger and freight 
cars, were used frequently to reduce the 
number of trains that had to be operated 
each day. 



Study this drawing made from an on-the-spot 
slcetch of an accident that took place early in the 
morning of March 19, 1859, on the Great Western 
Railway line near Dundas, Canada West. Weak
ened by heavy rains, the bank supporting the trestle 
gave way under the train's weight. According to a 
passenger's story published in the April 2, 1859, 
edition of the Boston Post, only seven people were 
killed. What damage was done to the coaches? 
Discuss why there was no fire. 

At the beginning of September, a second 
locomotive, named theM. Anderson after 
one of the directors of the company, ar
rived from the Schenectady Locomotive 
Works. 

Until the 1870's almost all locomotives 
were fired with wood. This fuel was cheap 
and easily available. Since wood has a 
lower heat value than coal, locomotives 
needed large quantities. Locomotives 
could carry in their tenders only enough 
wood to travel sixty to seventy miles. Long 
trips required periodic stops at wooding 
stations, places where timber cut into short 
lengths was piled ready for the locomo
tives. Locomotives also needed a constant 
supply of water. Tanks from which the 
tenders could be filled with water were 
buih at regular intervals. Supplies of wood 
and water were kept only at the terminals of 
the London and Port Stanley line. 

John Ross Robertson Collection. Metropolitan Toronto Library Board: Bob Cunningham Photoi:iapln 

1. Why was wood not a satisfactory mater
ial from which to build railway coaches? 
2. What technological improvement 
since 1856 have made passenger 
coaches safer? 
3. What were the differences between 
first and second class coaches? Why 
were there two classes? Find out if such a 
distinction exists today. 
4. Collect pictures of different types of 
rolling stock. How is the design of each 
unit related to its function? 

5. Why are freight cars today larger in 
size and more varied in design than those 
of 1856? 
6. Do some research on the changes in 
types of locomotives. How much influ
ence does the desire to increase the 
speed and the pulling power of the 
locomotives influence their design? 
7. In 1856, why were stations built as 
close together as five miles? 
8. Discuss why today most stations in 
small communities are no longer used. 
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Celebrations 
When the track-laying crews reached St. 
Thomas, the residents decided to hold a 
celebration to honor Bernhard, and the 
other top personnel of Pierson, Case, and 
Company. 

Saturday, July 5, 1856, dawned warm 
and clear. A special train was waiting at St. 
Thomas to carry the people to Port Stanley. 
Before leaving, the Reverend Caulfield 
"offered an appropriate prayer for the oc
casion." It was noted with some trepida
tion that the bridge in St. Thomas had not 
been crossed by such a heavy load before. 
But all went well. More people joined the 
group at Port Stanley. The train stopped 
some way north of Port Stanley and the 
guests disembarked to eat their picnic 
lunches in a field beside the track. Even at a 
picnic, speech-making followed the meal. 
What the contractors thought of the event is 
not recorded, but Bowman noted in his day 
book that he and his family did not reach 
London until 10:45 that evening. 

Despite these festivities, the railway was 
still far from finished. On September 9, 
workmen reported to Bowman that the rails 
were broken at several locations where too 
few ties supported the rails. Next day, 

Bowman talked to Bernhard, and was told 
that the damage would be repaired im
mediately. A couple of days later. Bow
man walked the line and noted that more 
ties were still needed. And on his next 
inspecUon, he noticed several lengths of 
broken rail near London. As Bernhard 
happened to be in the area at the time. 
Bowman pointed out the breaks to him. 
Bernhard told him bluntly that it was none 
of his business. But how could Bowman 
operate a railway with broken rails! 

Yet, somehow, the track-laying was 
finished. To the directors and the casual 
observer, it looked like a well-built rail
way, ready for traffic. Only Bowman and a 
few other knowledgable people were aware 
of how poorly the track had been laid. 
Bowman could not make the directors un
derstand the seriousness of the situation. 

Early in September, the company adver
tised in many of the newspapers of Canada 
West that the London and Port Stanley 
Railway would be ready to carry freight, 
passengers, and express, on September 25, 
1856. Indeed, the first shipment of freight, 
four cars of lumber from London to Port 
Stanley, was handled on September 23. 

Although the trains were running, the 
official opening ceremony was not held 

in London until October 16, 1856, less 
than three years after work had begun. 

People arrived from the surrounding vil
lages and towns by train the evening before 
and by horseback, carriage, or wagon in 
the morning. Even a condngent of firemen 
from Detroit arrived to take part in the 
festivities. The London Herald described 
the opening day of the celebrations in these 
words: " I n the morning the city presented 
an animated appearance, flags flying, and 
firemen in their various uniforms parading 
the streets. About 10 o'clock they formed 
into a procession and proceeded to the Port 
Stanley Railway Station, on Bathurst 
Street, where the Station House and the 
cars were tastefully decorated with green 
arches and suitable devices. 

"Previous to starting from London the 
Volunteer Artillery under Captain Shan-
ley, fired a salute of several guns, which, 
together with the cheers of nearly 6,000 
persons, produced an imposing effect. 
After some little delay at St. Thomas, the 
train proceeded to Port Stanley where large 
crowds awaited the arrival of the train and 
cheered most lustily; having passed in pro
cession under a handsome evergreen arch 
on the bridge with a suitable motto 'Wel
come to our Friends.' The excursionists 
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John Row Rohcrlson Collcclion. Mclropolilan l oronio Library Board: Boh Cunningham Photography 

proceeded to the school house, which was 
tastefully decorated, and the table supplied 
with plenty of good cheer." 

After this pleasant interlude, the group 
boarded the train again and returned to 
London for a luncheon. Three hundred 
guests sat down for the meal. They in
cluded Mr. C. J. Brydges, managing direc
tor of the Great Western Railway, and the 
mayors of London, Toronto, and Detroit. 

On Friday, three free excursion trains 
were run to Port Stanley. About three 
thousand people jammed the coaches tak
ing advantage of this opportunity to visit 
the port. In the evening, a gala ball was 
held in Port Stanley. 

But all good things must come to an end. 
The last of the guests departed on Saturday, 
and the railway returned to the business of 
moving freight and passengers. 

On December 15, 1853, Londoners gathered 
across from the freight shed to greet the arrival of 
the train that officially began Great Western 
Railway service to London. 

1. What part did the ordinary citizens take 
in the celebrations? 
2. What aspects of the celebrations 
showed that the opening of the railway 
was considered an important event? 
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Study this drawing of an American-style coach published in England in the Illustrated London News of 
April 10, 1852. How comfortable would the seats have been? Discuss whether or not the elegant interior 
would have attracted more passengers than a plain interior. 

Riding on the railway 
After the London and Port Stanley Railway 
was open for business, freight traffic grew 
at a respectable rate. At first, one mixed 
train consisting of the two passenger 
coaches, a baggage car, and a few freight 
cars traveled from London to Port Stanley 
and back again each day. If there was a 
large quantity of freight, an extra freight 
train was run that day. It only took about 
one hour and forty-five minutes to cover 
the twenty-four miles. Whereas, it took a 
good team of horses to pull a loaded wagon 
the same distance in one day. Freight trains 
moved at from ten to fifteen miles per hour 
and passenger trains five miles faster. 

Many merchants and farmers were tak
ing advantage of the convenience and 
economy of using the railway to send 
lumber, wheat, beef, pork, and other pro
ducts to Port Stanley for shipment by 
water. A somewhat smaller northbound 
traffic of iron products, coal, and manufac
tured goods also developed. The merchants 
of London noted with satisfaction that 
since the London and Port Stanley Railway 
had been opened, the Great Western Rail
way had reduced its freight rates on many 
items. 

Perhaps the teamsters and stagecoach 
operators were the only dissatisfied people. 
They had enjoyed a brisk business in 
freight and passengers over the plank road 
between Port Stanley and London. Now 
they found themselves left with only local 
cartage business. 

Londoners quickly discovered the 
pleasures of excursions to Lake Erie. Be
cause it took all day to reach the lake by 

horse, very few people had the time or 
money to make the trip. Many Londoners 
had never seen the lake. Now with a quick 
and cheap means of traveling to the lake, 
more and more people were spending their 
holidays there. Although there were no 
Sunday trains, and most people worked on 
Saturdays, there were a few special holi
days during the summer on which to enjoy 
a picnic by the lake. 



Bowman continued to make frequent in
spection trips over the Une. A few days 
after the official opening ceremonies, he 
rode from London to St. Thomas in the cab 
of the Anderson. Arriving about eight 

o'clock, the Anderson shunted the two 
empty flat cars it was pulling onto a siding 
near the station. They were to be loaded 
with lumber. Waiting to be picked up were 
eight box cars that had been loaded the day 
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before with twelve hundred bushels of 
grain brought in by local farmers. The^n-
derson collected the cars and left about 
nine o'clock. An hour later it puffed onto 
the dock at Port Stanley. It took workmen 
the rest of the day to shovel the grain into 
the hold of a waiting ship. When the load
ing was finished, the. Anderson pulled the 
empty cars back to St. Thomas to be re
loaded. Since the locomofive remained in 
St. Thomas, Bowman decided to stay 
overnight and take a stage coach back to 
London in the morning. No problems on 
that trip! 

1. In addition to moving freight faster, 
what other advantages did moving freight 
by train have over moving freight by horse 
and wagon? 
2. How did competition help the mer
chants of London? How did it hurt the 
teamsters? 
3. What factors determined whether 
goods were shipped by road, rail, or 
water? 
4. Why did more people spend their holi
days at Port Stanley after the railway 
opened? Investigate in your own com
munity the relationship between the pub
lic use of resort areas and the opening of 
transportation facilities to those areas. 
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Accidents 
Bowman was justifiably proud of the oper
ation of his railway. There had been a few 
minor accidents during the construcUon of 
the line, but no mishaps since the line had 
opened three months earlier. The Great 
Western Railway had had fifteen collisions 
during its first ten months of operation. 

Railways usually built only one line of 
track between towns. One train had to 
move to a siding to allow a second train to 

use the line. Some trackside signals were 
used, but most signals were given by flags 
or lanterns waved by employees. It was no 
wonder that trains occasionally collided 
with one another, particularly when train 
crews were apt to be careless about using 
signals. 

This sort of carelessness resulted in 
fifty-two people being killed and forty-
eight injured on October 27, 1854, at Bap-
tiste Creek east of Windsor. A Great West
ern Railway passenger train was seven 

Regional History Collection. University oj Western Ontario; Ron Nelson Photography 

hours behind schedule. It ran into a work 
train that was moving slowly on the main 
line from one siding to another. 

Working for the railway could be 
dangerous. To couple two cars together, a 
man had to stand between the cars, guide a 
link into its socket, and drop a pin in place. 
If the locomotive moved too quickly or the 
man slipped, his fingers, hands, or whole 
body might be crushed between the cars. 

Applying the brakes on the cars was 
equally dangerous. The engineer used his 
whistle to signal the brakemen that he 
wanted to slow down or stop the train. The 
brakemen climbed to the tops of the nearest 
swaying, jerking cars, and turned handles 
that moved the brake arms against the 
wheels below. They would then have to 
jump to the neighboring cars and repeat the 
operation until all the brakes were tight
ened. If the train jerked suddenly, or the 
tops of the cars were slippery from rain, 
snow, or ice, the brakemen could easily 
fall. It was almost impossible to stop a train 
quickly in an emergency. 

The engineer of a Great Western Railway train 
moving west from London on February 28, 1874, 
did not know, at first, that one of the coaches was 
on fire and did not stop right away. Many people 
were injured while jumping from the moving coach. 
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Bowman was aware of these dangers and 
tried to impress upon his crews the need for 
care in operating the trains. Because of lack 
of money, not all the fence contracts had 
been completed. Even if a collision with a 
farm animal did not derail the train, the 
railway would have to pay the owner for 
the loss of the animal. 

There were no gates or other forms of 
protection at places where roads crossed 
railway tracks. The engineers rang their 
bells and blew their whistles at crossings. 

but not everyone heeded the sounds. Some
times horses reared in fright at the sound 
and sight of the noisy monsters and bolted 
onto the tracks. 

Fortunately, the first accident on the 
London and Port Stanley Railway was a 
minor one. The Anderson had just left 
Glanworth about 10.30 in the morning on 
December 13, 1856, when an axle on the 
lead set of wheels of the locomotive broke. 
Because of the poor quality of iron availa
ble for making railway parts, broken axles 

Many spectators gathered on March 12, 1857, to help the passengers thrown onto the ice of Burlington Bay 
when a broken axle on a Great Western Railway passenger train tore up the floor of the bridge crossing the 
Des Jardins Canal. Fortunately, the roadway bridge was separate from the railway bridge. 

John Ross Robertson Collection, Metropolitan Toronto Library Board: Boh Cunningham Photography 
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Study this drawing of the interior of a locomotive 
cab published in the April 10, 1872, issue of 
Harper's Weekly. To try to stop the train quickly, 
the fireman turned the brake wheel of the tender 
while the engineer, with his right hand, pulled the 
lever that reversed the motion of the drive wheels 
and with his left hand, moved the lever that reduced 
the steam pressure. The large gauge near the 
engineer's left hand was the steam-pressure indi
cator. Make up a story about what happened when 
the train rounded the corner. 
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Currier and Ives produced this picture of the famed wire-cable suspension bridge opened at Niagara Falls 
in 1856. It was 822 feet long and crossed the water at a height of 240 feet. Discuss why bridge-builders 
usually placed railway and roadway decks in the same structure, as was done at Niagara Falls. How might 
a horse react to having a train pass above it? 

1. Why were there so many railway acci
dents in the nineteenth century? 
2. What changes have made railways 
today the safest form of travel? 
3. Discuss whether or not car travel will 
improve its safety record in future years. 
4. Find out more about the technological 
changes in braking systems and how they 
helped reduce accidents. 

5. At how many places in your area do 
cars have to cross railway tracks? How 
does the car driver know when a train is 
coming? By what means could these 
crossings be eliminated? Who would pay 
for having the work done? Discuss how 
much influence the density of both rail and 
road traffic has on what is done about 
eliminating level crossings. 

were all too common. Since the train was 
moving slowly, only the front wheels of the 
locomotive left the track. The conductor 
walked back to Glanworth to report the 
mishap. By noon. Bowman and a work 
crew had arrived at the site in the other 
locomotive. They jacked up the front of the 
Anderson, slipped under a new set of 
wheels, and moved the locomotive back 
onto the track. By 3.45 in the afternoon, 
the train was ready to move. In the mean
time, however, all the passengers had 
walked into London. 

Bowman, himself, decided to take ad
vantage of the sunny afternoon to walk the 
line back to London. He was quite content 
that afternoon. The manner in which the 
accident was handled showed that his 
crews were reliable. There would be other 
accidents and problems in the future but 
that had to be expected. 

As Bowman walked along the track, he 
noted with satisfaction that the railway was 
being brought up to a proper standard. Ad
ditional ties and ballast had been placed 
where needed and other poor quality work 
improved or replaced. By next spring, he 
thought, the London and Port Stanley 
Railway would be as good as any railway in 
Canada. 



A continuing 
operation 
Bowman did indeed have to weather a few 
storms in the years ahead. The cost of hav
ing to repair the poorly built line resulted in 
an investigation in 1857. He was accused 
of having let the contractors use poor qual
ity materials and waste £.50,000. How
ever, he was able to convince the directors 
that he had not been at fault. Bowman was 
superintendent of the London and Port 
Stanley Railway until 1872, when he be
came secretary of the company. He died in 
1909 at his cottage in Port Stanley. 

The passenger and freight business did 
not increase to the extent anticipated by the 
promoters. The heavy repair and mainte
nance costs and, by 1870, the need to re
place the original equipment, was too 
much for the company. In 1872, the direc
tors leased the railway for twenty years to 
the Great Western Railway. Between 1882 

Compare the appearance of the beach at Port 
Stanley shown in this 1920's photograph with its 
appearance shown in the 1840 painting on page 4. 
Discuss why the buildings had been built so close 
to the water. 
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and 1914, it was leased by a succession of 
other railway companies. 

Being the largest shareholder in the 
company, the city of London decided to 
take over the operation itself in 1914. The. 
railway was electrified. During the summer 
months, there was heavy excursion traffic 
to the lake. Many summer homes were 
built at Port Stanley and facilities for ba
thing and public entertainment provided. 
For a number of years, the railway also 
enjoyed a steady traffic in coal from the 
coalfields of Pennsylvania brought over by 
boat from Erie. 

The popularity of the automobile after 
World War II destroyed the passenger bus
iness. Freight business, too, was affected 

by the use of truck transport and the prefer
ence for oil and gas over coal as fuel. In 
1965, the London and Port Stanley Rail
way became part of the Canadian National 
system. At the time, the London and Port 
Stanley Railway was the oldest railway in 
Canada operating under its original act of 
incorporation. 

Although no passenger service has been 
provided since 1957, freight traffic has 
again become substantial. The increasing 
industrialization of the area provides more 
business for the railway from factories such 
as a plant of the Ford Motor Company built 
between London and St. Thomas. Instead 
of shipments of wheat, the line now carries 
shipments of new cars. 

Canadian National 

I 

- »̂ •* -A* 

k M 

* t 

I 



24 

Canadian National: Ford Montr Company of Canada: Ron Nelson Photography 

What are the advantages of shipping new cars by rail as shown in the photograph above of new Ford cars 
being transported in tri-level carriers near St. Thomas along the London and Port Stanley branch of the 
Canadian National system. Under what circumstances would the Ford company use truck carriers to trans
port new cars to dealers across Canada? How do diesel-electric locomotives differ in design from steam-
powered locomotives? 

1. What changes took place in the type of 
freight carried by the railway over the one 
hundred and twenty years of its opera
tion? 
2. Do some research on a railway line in 
your community. What products were 
shipped when the line was first opened? 
What products are shipped today? Is the 
line still owned by the company that first 
built the line? 

3. Take a field trip on a train to an area 
usually reached by car. Discuss the fac
tors that determine whether or not people 
will use the train or other transport. 
4. Discuss whether or not the govern
ment should subsidize the use of electric 
trains because they emit less pollutants 
than other forms of transport. Discuss 
how people could be persuaded to ship 
goods by train rather than by truck. 
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